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Del Rioans will have a chance 
to glimpse the rich, colorful and 
ancient culture of China on Satur-
day during the 2026 Chinese New 
Year Parade on South Main Street.

This year’s parade will be a 
“reverse parade,” beginning at 10 
a.m. Saturday at South Main and 
Canal Streets and ending at South 
Main Street and Garfield Avenue. 
Performances by local groups 
will take place immediately after 
the parade in the Student Perfor-
mance Center, 315 S. Griner St., 
at 11 a.m. Saturday.

Initially envisioned and 
brought to life by Diana Stern, wife 
of Del Rio attorney Jack Stern, 
the Chinese New Year Parade 
has been an annual fixture of the 
city’s historic downtown for many 
years. Diana Stern is still involved 
in its planning, and she and her 
husband bought most of the au-
thentic costumes and props used 
in the parade, including the huge, 
vibrantly colored dragon puppets 
that are its centerpiece.

This year’s parade is being co-
ordinated by Esme Esparza, with 
support from Diana Stern, Nancy 
Khan, Linda Webb and Claudia 
Lopez.

Esparza told The 830 Times 
this is the 22nd year that Chinese 
New Year has been celebrated in 
Del Rio.

Esparaza said, “We are happy 
to have expanded participation 
from new groups that will be par-
ticipating in the parade and per-
formances at the Student Perfor-
mance Center, otherwise known 
as SPC.

“New participants include Her-
itage Academy, Garfield Middle 
School Dance Team, Dance Com-
pany, and STUCCO.  Returning 
participants include Chinese Dy-
nasty Costumes through History, 
Cardwell Head Start, Queen City 
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 (Photo by Karen Gleason) 
Members of the Queen City Belles and other teen volunteers give life to two large dragon puppets that are one the 
highlights of Del Rio’s annual Chinese New Year parade in this photo taken in 2024.

2026 
Chinese 
New Year 
Parade 
set for 
Saturday

 (Photo by Karen Gleason) 
Diana Stern, right, puts the finishing touches on the Chinese nobleman cos-
tume worn by Michael Garcia, left, in the 2024 Chinese New Year Parade. SEE PARADE - PAGE 17

Page 2 Page 8

City Manager, City Attorney Out ... Page 3 Parade Saturday ... Page 16

Laughlin delivers water to community

Keep 
‘Em 
Flying

As the San Felipe Del Rio CISD celebrates National Career and Technical Education Month, 
the Aircraft Mechanics pathway is giving students the opportunity to train in a high-skill, 
high-demand industry through real-world, hands-on experience. Through a partnership 
with Laughlin Air Force Base, students step beyond the classroom and into active aviation 
environments.  (San Felipe Del Rio CISD photo)
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A majority of Del Rio City 
Council members fired City 
Attorney Ana Markowski 
Smtih and approved a “mu-
tual separation agreement” 
with City Manager Shawna 
Burkhart during their reg-
ular meeting Tuesday.

Council members acted 
on the two positions follow-
ing an executive session.

After the council re-
turned to open session, 
Mayor Al Arreola an-
nounced the time and 
noted no action was taken 
while the council was be-
hind closed doors.

Arreola then said, “I 
think we have a motion for 
Item A on the (executive 

session) agenda. Carmen? 
Councilwoman Gutierrez?”

Gutierrez then asked 
City Secretary Maria “Mari” 
Acosta to read the heading 

of the agenda item: 
“Executive Session 

on matters covered by 
Sec. 551.072 of the 
Texas Government Code 

– deliberations regarding 
the purchase, exchange, 
lease or value of real prop-
erty if the deliberations 
in an open session would 
have a detrimental effect 
on the position of the gov-
ernmental body in negotia-
tions with a third person. 
The items that were dis-
cussed were valuation of 
city property, lease of the 
Chihuahua Center and 
county swap.”

Gutierrez said, “Mayor, 
I move to convey 3.0 acres 
located on Lewis and 
Rodriguez to Val Verde 
County as part of a former 
agreement and to give the 
city manager the authority 
to execute the deed.”

Councilman J.P. Sanchez 
gave the second, and the 

council voted unanimously 
to approve the motion.

The mayor then called 
for the council to take up 
Item 11B on the executive 
session agenda: “Executive 
session on matters covered 
by Sec. 551.071(1)(A) of 
Chapter 551 of the Texas 
Government Code – con-
sultation with city attorney 
regarding contemplated 
litigation – insurance claim 
denied by carrier and em-
ployee claim against the 
city.”

Mayor Pro-tem Jim 
DeReus said, “I’d like to 
direct Ms. Lorinda from 
our claims department 
to get with the claimant 
and work with TML (Texas 
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Photos by Karen Gleason
The Del Rio City Council Tuesday voted unanimously to 
terminate the employment of city attorney Ana Markows-
ki-Smith, left, and reached a “mutual separation agree-
ment” with city manager Shawna Burkhart.

City council fires city attorney; city manager to leave position

SEE COUNCIL - PAGE 28
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All five members 
of Val Verde County 
Commissioners Court were 
present.

Here’s what happened at 
the meeting:

Court approves policy 
for organizations seek-
ing hotel occupancy tax 
money

•	 C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
court members voted 5-0 
to approve a policy on the 
expenditure of the county’s 
hotel occupancy tax (HOT) 
funds. County Judge Lewis 
G. Owens Jr. handed out 
copies of the new policy to 
commissioners, then went 
over highlights of the pol-
icy. Owens said the first 
portion of the new policy 
echoes state statutes on 
how the county may and 
may not use HOT mon-
ies. Owens said the policy 
also contains provisions for 
“pre-funding” for organiza-
tions, noting if the court 
approves a dollar amount 
of funding for the organiza-
tion, there are now forms 
attached to the policy and 
if the organization is a 
501(c)(3) or a 501(c) orga-
nization and is a non-prof-
it, it could receive funds 

once the organization sub-
mits a form outlining how 
it will use those funds. 
Conversely, if an organiza-
tion is for profit and not a 
501(c)(3) or a 501(c) organi-
zation, those organizations 
now will have to present re-
ceipts and invoices for re-
imbursement, Owens said.

Court approves 
HOT funding for three 
organizations

•	 After approving 
a new county policy for 
the disbursement of ho-
tel occupancy tax (HOT) 
funds to three organiza-
tions requesting them for 
upcoming events. The 
court voted 5-0 to approve 
$10,000 in HOT funds 
for Brooke’s Blossoming 
Hope for Childhood Cancer 
Foundation, which each 
year hosts the Devils River 
Run & Ride for Hope. The 

court also voted 5-0 to ap-
prove the expenditure of 
$4,800 in HOT funds for 
the annual George Paul 
Memorial Bull Riding. 
Finally, the court voted 5-0 
to approve $1,000 for the 
3rd Annual Border Classic 
Team Roping and Cook-Off.

Court takes action to 
clarify, modify order for 
outdoor lighting in new 
subdivisions

•	 C o m m i s s i o n e r s 

court voted 5-0 to clarify 
procedure for who should 
pay for street lighting in 
new subdivisions. County 
Judge Lewis G. Owens Jr. 
said he believed that if a de-
veloper creates a new street 
as part of his subdivision, 
the developer should be re-
quired to pay for the instal-
lation of mailboxes, street 
signs and streetlights. He 
said if a property owner is 
re-platting a piece of prop-
erty to sell lots or smaller 
tracts, and the subdivision 
is adjacent to a street that 
already has lights, then the 
developer “shouldn’t have 
to put up lights.” After 
some discussion, Owens 
made a motion that a de-
veloper who subdivides a 
piece of property and the 
replat of the subdivision 
is next to an existing road 
and there are no lights on 
that road, the county will 
send the developer a bill for 
those lights.

Court denies commis-
sioner’s request to place 
lights near his subdivision

•	 C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
court members voted 
2-3 on a motion to ap-
prove agreements with 

Photo by Karen Gleason 
Val Verde County Commissioners Court members pose with Jessica Hester, center, of Broo-
ke’s Blossoming Hope for Cancer Foundation, and her children, Julianna, left, and Benja-
min, right. From left, Commissioner Pct. 1 Kerr Wardlaw, Commissioner Pct. 2 Juan Carlos 
Vazquez, Hester, County Judge Lewis G. Owens Jr., Commissioner Pct. 3 Fernando Garcia 
and Commissioner Pct. 4 Gustavo “Gus” Flores. The court on Wednesday approved the 
expenditure of $10,000 in hotel occupancy tax funds for the foundation’s Devils River Run 
& Ride for Hope, which raises money for childhood cancer research. 
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Citizens discuss vari-
ety of concerns at DeReus 
town hall meeting

By Karen Gleason
The 830 Times

Del Rioans who attend-
ed Mayor Pro-tem Jim 
DeReus’ town hall meet-
ing on Thursday discussed 
a wide range of topics, 
from an unusually large 
water bill to a shortage of 
police officers, from ve-
hicles speeding on a resi-
dential street to protecting 
Laughlin Air Force Base.

About a dozen persons at-
tended the town hall meet-
ing, held in the Cottonwood 

Room at the Del Rio Civic 
Center. Among those at-
tending the meeting were 
DeReus’ mother, Sandy 
Bannan, and DeReus’ step-
father, Bob Bannan.

DeReus welcomed ev-
eryone, then began going 
around the room, person 
by person, inviting each 
one to share his or her par-
ticular concerns or com-
ments or to ask questions.

DeReus told those at-
tending the meeting, “The 
whole point of doing these 
(town hall meetings) is to 
hear what’s going on, what 
concerns you have. I will 
be taking notes, and I send 
those to the city manager 
to let her know, ‘Hey, I need 
to get this settled,’ and to 
let her know this is what 

people are talking about 
so she can start to develop 
some plans or we can put 
in on the agenda (of a city 
council meeting).”

Del Rioan Ken Hoehn 
spoke about two concerns.

Hoehn said the city has 
installed a second water 
meter at his home in north 
Del Rio.

“The bill, after one month 
and no water running 
through the meter, came 
in at over $3,000,” Hoehn 
said.

DeReus asked several 
follow-up questions, in-
cluding whether Hoehn 
had spoken to the city 
utility billing department, 
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Citizens discuss variety of concerns at DeReus town hall meeting

Photo by Karen Gleason
Mayor Pro-tem Jim DeReus gestures as he welcomes Del 
Rioans to his town hall meeting Feb. 19. About a dozen Del 
Rioans attended the meeting, and they voiced a variety of 
concerns. DeReus, who earlier this year announced he will 
run for mayor, will host another town hall meeting in April. SEE DEREUS  - PAGE 24
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See Page 15 830 Entertainment
¡Qué pasa?

Your guide to unforgettable entertainment in Del Rio

TOP THINGS
TO DO 
IN THE 
QUEEN CITY 

Chinese New Year Parade Saturday

See Page 17

See page 16
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Del Rioans will have a chance 
to glimpse the rich, colorful and 
ancient culture of China on Satur-
day during the 2026 Chinese New 
Year Parade on South Main Street.

This year’s parade will be a 
“reverse parade,” beginning at 10 
a.m. Saturday at South Main and 
Canal Streets and ending at South 
Main Street and Garfield Avenue. 
Performances by local groups 
will take place immediately after 
the parade in the Student Perfor-
mance Center, 315 S. Griner St., 
at 11 a.m. Saturday.

Initially envisioned and 
brought to life by Diana Stern, wife 
of Del Rio attorney Jack Stern, 
the Chinese New Year Parade 
has been an annual fixture of the 
city’s historic downtown for many 
years. Diana Stern is still involved 
in its planning, and she and her 
husband bought most of the au-
thentic costumes and props used 
in the parade, including the huge, 
vibrantly colored dragon puppets 
that are its centerpiece.

This year’s parade is being co-
ordinated by Esme Esparza, with 
support from Diana Stern, Nancy 
Khan, Linda Webb and Claudia 
Lopez.

Esparza told The 830 Times 
this is the 22nd year that Chinese 
New Year has been celebrated in 
Del Rio.

Esparaza said, “We are happy 
to have expanded participation 
from new groups that will be par-
ticipating in the parade and per-
formances at the Student Perfor-
mance Center, otherwise known 
as SPC.

“New participants include Her-
itage Academy, Garfield Middle 
School Dance Team, Dance Com-
pany, and STUCCO.  Returning 
participants include Chinese Dy-
nasty Costumes through History, 
Cardwell Head Start, Queen City 
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 (Photo by Karen Gleason) 
Members of the Queen City Belles and other teen volunteers give life to two large dragon puppets that are one the 
highlights of Del Rio’s annual Chinese New Year parade in this photo taken in 2024.

2026 
Chinese 
New Year 
Parade 
set for 
Saturday

 (Photo by Karen Gleason) 
Diana Stern, right, puts the finishing touches on the Chinese nobleman cos-
tume worn by Michael Garcia, left, in the 2024 Chinese New Year Parade. SEE PARADE - PAGE 17



Belles, Umbrella Girls, La-
dies Fan Dance and Ro-
berto “Bobby” Barrera El-
ementary STEM School,” 
Esparza added.

Mayor Al Arreola, who 
has participated in the 
parade alongside his wife 

Myrella for several years, 
recently issued a procla-
mation designating Feb. 
17, 2026, through Feb. 
28, 2026, as “Chinese New 
Year – Year of the Horse 
Celebration Days” in Del 
Rio.

In the proclamation, 
Arreola noted, “This cel-
ebration (of the Chinese 
New Year) honors centuries 
of rich heritage, customs 
and values that emphasize 
family, community and 
harmony, while sharing 

vibrant traditions such as 
the lion dance, lantern fes-
tivals and cultural perfor-
mances rooted in ancient 
history.”

Arreola also noted Del 
Rio “recognizes the impor-
tance of cultural diversity 

and inclusion and values 
the contributions of all 
communities that enrich 
the social and cultural fab-
ric of our city.”

The writer can be 
reached at delriomagnolia-
fan@gmail.com
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Running With the Bulls returns to Ciudad Acuña
BY JOEL LANGTON

THE 830 TIMES

Del Rio and Ciudad 
Acuña officials are looking 
forward to the 2026 Run-
ning With the Bulls event 
March 20-22.

“We know Del Rio and 
Acuña are the safest on the 
border,” Del Rio Mayor Al 
Arreola said, at a joint news 
conference held at IBC 
Conference & Event Center 
on Pecan Street. “This is an 
event we expect to attract 
people from throughout the 
region, and it’s going to be 
a joint effort because both 
cities are going to benefit.”

This press conference 
was held several days be-
fore a wave of violence 
spread across Mexico, but 
the State of Coahuila was 
left relatively unscathed, 
proving Arreola right.

Centered around Plaza 
Benjamín Canales just a 
few blocks from the inter-
national bridge, the three-
day celebration combines 
music, parades, food and 
cultural activities with its 
signature Running With 
the Bulls event.

José Santos Gómez 
Arizpe, president of the 
Ciudad Acuña Chamber 
of Commerce, who owns 
ShipZo and is CEO and co-

owner of Del Rio’s Frontline 
Ambulance, said the festi-
val is designed as a shared 
community celebration.

“This is a family event 
in downtown Acuña’s his-
toric plaza, about three 
blocks from the interna-
tional bridge,” Gómez Ariz-
pe said. “We have a parade, 
music, food, activities for 
children and adults, and 

the running of the bulls.”
Inspired by Spain’s 

San Fermín tradition, the 
event features multiple 
races in which registered 
participants run ahead of 
young bulls while specta-
tors watch from designated 
areas.

“Anyone 18 or older can 
register, and there are four 
races throughout the day 

with activities in between,” 
he said.

He added there will be 
family-centric activities in 
the area approximately ev-
ery seven minutes.

CROSS-BORDER ACCESS
Organizers say access 

for U.S. visitors is part of 
the event’s design, with 
transportation provided 
from the U.S. side.

“Visitors can park on 

the U.S. side and take 
passenger vans across,” 
Gómez Arizpe said. “They 
receive a bracelet that 
gives access to the event 
and reserved seating.”

Shuttles will operate 
late into the evening.

“The shuttles will run 
until about 3 a.m., so 
people can spend the day 
enjoying the restaurants, 
bars and activities,” he 
said.

FULL WEEKEND 
CELEBRATION

Festivities begin Fri-
day with a coronation 
ceremony, followed Sat-
urday by the main run-
ning events and con-
cluding Sunday with a 
cook-off near the inter-
national bridge.

Organizers and of-
ficials have promoted 
the festival as a regional 
attraction drawing visi-
tors from both Texas and 
northern Mexico, ben-

efiting businesses on both 
sides of the border.

“This event helps both 
Acuña and Del Rio. It 
brings the communities to-
gether,” Arreola said.

The Las Vacas festival 
will take place throughout 
the downtown plaza dis-
trict within walking dis-
tance of the international 
bridge

PARADE - FROM PAGE 16

(Photo by Joel Langton)
Acuna and Del Rio officials announced the upcoming Running With the Bulls in Acuna March 20 
through 22. 



   18 |   February 20, 2026 ¡Qué pasa? - The 830 Times

BY LOUIS ZYLKA 
THE 830 TIMES 

Over a year ago, it was 
anSony Animations has 
had a huge turnaround in 
creating unique films in the 
animation industry as of 
late. The studio went from 
releasing one of the worst 
animated movies (The 
Emoji Movie in 2017) to 
critically-acclaimed films 
such as Spider-Man: Into 
the Spider-Verse, Spider-
Man: Across the Spider-
Verse, The Michells vs The 
Machines and KPop Demon 
Hunters. Goat, directed by 
Adam Rosette and Tyree 
Dillihay, is Sony Anima-
tions’ most recent feature, 
and it shows the creativity 
and energy the studio will 
hopefully deliver for many 

films to come.
In a world filled with 

animals talking and living 
like regular people, Will 
Harris (Caleb McLaughlin) 
is a small goat who wants 
to play for his favorite team, 
the Vineland Thorns, in a 
high stakes and exagger-
ated version of basketball 
called “roarball.” Although 
he is excited and upbeat 
about proving himself a 
worthy athlete, Will also 
has to find his way to win 
the approval of his larger 
teammates who look down 
on him (figuratively and lit-
erally) as they try to main-
tain a winning streak as a 
popular basketball team. 

The strongest part of 
Goat is it shows how Sony 
Animations is a force to 
be reckoned with when it 

comes to showing high-
quality and impressive ani-
mation worthy of seeing on 
a big screen.

Although it has a sim-
ple premise which does get 
convoluted at times, Goat is 
an hour and 40 minutes of 
Looney Tunes-inspired in-
sanity wrapped with plen-

ty of jokes every couple of 
minutes. While some jokes 
are well written, others are 
forgettable and leave very 
little impression.

While Goat may not 
be the greatest animated 
movie of all time, or at least 
most recently, it does offer 
a lot for many to enjoy. The 

animation is the strongest 
part of the film, even if it 
will drive others away from 
the craziness it unfolds. 
While it is predictable and 
full of uneven jokes, Goat 
will still have you cheering 
and roaring with joy by the 
end.

Will Harris (Caleb McLaughlin) is a small goat with the opportunity of a lifetime to join his fa-
vorite basketball team in Sony Animations’ Goat.(Courtesy photo)
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Movie Review: Goat
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830 Entertainment: Events at a glance!
POKEMON DAY 

FEB. 27 - Celebrate 30 years of Pokémon and 
play TCG card games with friends at Dracu-
lina’s, 225 S. Main St., on Friday, Feb. 27, at 
7 p.m. 

FIVE POINTS MARKET NEW HOURS 
FEB. 27 & FEB. 28 - Five Points Market, 300 
Margaret Ln, is changing their business hours 
Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and cooking hours from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Five Points Market is closed on Sundays. 

VVRMC INAUGURAL GALA 
Feb. 27 - The Val Verde Regional Medical Cen-
ter (VVRMC) Legacy Foundation will host its 
Inaugural Gala at 801 N. Bedell Ave on Friday, 
Feb. 27, at 6 p.m. A silent auction and live ac-
tion will occur at the gala. 

ADULT DRIVER EDUCATION COURSE 
FEB. 28 - Soto’s Driving School, located be-
tween Veterans Blvd. Between Pizza Hut and 
Subway, will have six-hour adult driving class-
es. Classes will be on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. with lunch 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

POETRY READING AT CASA
FEB. 28 - Author Bianca Gonzalez will hold a 
poetry reading from her poetry collection Blood-
lines at the Casa de la Cultura, 302 Cantu St., 
on Saturday, Feb. 28, at 6 p.m. 

SIP & SHOP WITH 
3 SISTERSTX AND FRIENDS 

FEB. 28 - Friends and families are invited to 
enjoy food and beverages and shop for new 
products at SIP & SHOP at the Howdy House, 
911 Griner St, on Saturday, Feb 28., at 10 a.m. 

SECOND CHANCES THRIFT STORE 
OPENING 

FEB. 28 - Attend the grand opening of the Sec-
ond Chances Thrift Store at 5334 US-90 W 
on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Amazing deals will be provided, and local food 

vendors will be in attendance.  

LOTERIA BRUNCH 
FEB. 28 - The community is invited to the Kit-
ty Katz Novice Fundraiser at 1307 E. 1st St. 
on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Win prizes and support of the KittyKatz Novice 
cheerleaders. 

FREE ADMISSION AT WHITEHEAD 
MARCH. 1 - The Whitehead Memorial Museum, 
1308 S. Main St., will have free admission to its 
facilities on Sunday, March 1, in celebration of 
Texas Independence Day. 

POOL TOURNAMENT AT DOC HOLLIDAY’S  
MARCH. 1 - Doc Holliday’s, 202 E. Gibbs St., 
calls all billiard enthusiasts to play at their 
pool tournaments on Sunday, March 1, at 8 
p.m. First and second place winners will re-
ceive prizes. 

MEXICAN FOLKLORICO CLASSES 
MARCH 3 - Del RIo Council for the Arts at the 
Firehouse, 120 E. Garfield St., will hold Mexi-
can Folklorico classes every Tuesday from 3 
p.m to 4 p.m. Classes, which are designed for 
seniors 55 and older, will continue all the way 
to Tuesday, May 12. Information about regis-
tration can be asked at the Firehouse’s main 
office.  

MUSIC AT RUDY’S 
MARCH 4 - Local band Rudy’s Los De Oro will 
perform at Rudy’s BBQ Del Rio, 330 Braddie 
Dr, on Wednesday, March 4, from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. 

KARAOKE NIGHT WEDNESDAY 
MARCH. 4 - Sing to your heart’s content dur-
ing karaoke night every Wednesday at 9 p.m. at 
Doc Holliday’s, 202 E. Gibbs St. 

BCFS FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE 
March 6 - Celebrate family connections be-
tween fathers and daughters at the Father 

Daughter Dance event, hosted by BCFS Health 
and Human Resources, on Friday, March 6, at 
the Enchanted Jardin, 4934 US-90.

FIRST FRIDAY ARTWALK 
MARCH 6 - Local art galleries, including Del 
Rio Council for the Arts at the Firehouse and 
the Falcon Art Gallery, will have their venues 
open for the First Friday Artwalk on Friday, 
March 6. Stay tuned with The 830 Times to 
know more about the details on the galleries in 
the next issue.

CARD GAME MAGIC THE GATHERING 
MEETUP 

MARCH 6 - The local GameStop, 2415 Veter-
ans Blvd. STE G, will hold a card game meet-
up even for Magic the Gathering on Friday, 
March 6.  

BETHEL CENTER FOOD DRIVE 
MARCH 9 - Home2 Suites, 122 Lowe Dr, will be 
accepting items for a food drive from Monday, 
March 9, to Monday, March 23. All proceeds 
will benefit Del Rio’s Bethel Center located at 
900 E. 13th St.  

UPCOMING EVENTS:
FORT CLARK DAYS - MARCH 7
CHAMBER MEMBER LUNCHEON - MARCH 
11
SPRING BREAK CLEANUP - MARCH 14 
BORDER BASS BATTLE FISHING TOURNA-
MENT - MARCH 14
ONE PLACE MARKET - MARCH 21
SHS COLOR ME RUN - MARCH 21
RUNNING LAS VACAS  - MARCH 20 
THROUGH MARCH 22
FIESTA OF FLIGHT AIRSHOW - MARCH 28 
COLUMBIA DE LA FLOR FEST - APRIL 3
CON TANTO AMOR EXHIBIT - APRIL 3
WHITEHEAD’S CAJUN FEST - TBA 
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offering classes on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. They feature a Family
Program focusing on traditional
techniques and an After School
Program for ages 4-12 that
emphasizes recreation and prepares
students for physical and spiritual
challenges.

Beautiful Feet Dance School
provides ballet, tap, and jazz
classes from Monday to Wednesday.
The school is dedicated to nurturing
a passion for movement while
fostering robust technical skills
within a Christian atmosphere.

Contenders of the Faith Boxing is a
registered USA Boxing gym for ages
8 and up,  Classes are held on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 5:30 to 7:15 PM, focusing on
Christ-centered relationships and
student empowerment. 

Esperanza's music school provides
training in drums, piano, guitar,
bass, and ukulele, emphasizing
skills for solo and band
performances, particularly for
worship. Private lessons are
available for interested students.

M U S I C

301 Ave G Del Rio, TX 78840 | 830-774-1801
Sunday School at 10am and Worship at 11am

music,  dance,  and Sports Classes Now Open for Enrollment!

To register FOR ANY OF THESE CLASSES, 
PLEASE CALL 830-774-1801

Esperanza First Del Rio's Reclaiming Programs offer affordable, year-round classes for ages 3 to 103, in Tae Kwon Do,
music, dance, and boxing , fostering creativity and community engagement through the arts.

Join us every Sunday for worship and community! Sunday School starts at 10:00 AM, followed by Worship Service at 11:00 AM 

VISIT US ONLINE AT
www.esperanzafirst.org
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BY KAREN GLEASON
The 830 Times

 
City council members 

have taken the next step in 
a planned reconstruction 
of Buena Vista Pool on the 
city’s north side.

The council during its 
Feb. 10 meeting unani-
mously approved a reso-
lution authorizing City 
Manager Shawna Burkhart 
to advertise and give notice 
of a request for qualifica-
tions (RFQs) for the evalua-
tion, design and build ser-
vices for the Buena Vista 
Pool Rehabilitation Project.

After the heading of the 
agenda item was read dur-
ing the Feb. 10 meeting, 
Mayor Al Arreola called for 
a motion on the resolution. 
Councilwoman Carmen 

Gutierrez made the motion 
to approve the resolution, 
with Mayor Pro-tem Jim 
DeReus giving the second.

When Arreola asked if 
council members had any 
questions, Gutierrez asked 
Burkhart if she had any 

idea “when work might be-
gin” on the reconstruction 
of the pool.

Burkhart replied, “No, 

not at this time. We are 
simply trying to get those 
bids and trying to get that 
started this summer, early 
in the summer.”

“That it would be ready 
early in the summer?” 
Gutierrez asked.

“No,” Burkhart replied.
“I didn’t think so,” 

Gutierrez said.
“We will have one pool 

open this summer,” 
Burkhart said.

Arreola then recognized 
Scot Carcasi, the city’s op-
erations and compliance 
manager, who walked to 
the podium to field any 
additional questions from 
council members.

Carcasi told the council, 

Council approves advertisement for RFOs for Buena Vista Pool rehab
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Photo by Karen Gleasono
The city of Del Rio’s Buena Vista Pool, located off Kings Way on the north side of town, is 
scheduled for reconstruction this year. City council members voted Feb. 10 to authorize 
the city manager to advertise for requests for qualification on a design/build package 
for the pool. The Buena Vista Pool is one of two municipal pools. The other is the Moore 
Park Pool. 



“Like Ms. Burkhart said, this is the 
bid process, so it takes a little bit of 
time. One of our concerns is, is the 
construction will be starting during 
the busiest season for pool compa-
nies, so we’re going to hopefully try 
to get somebody as quickly as pos-
sible, but a lot of it will depend on 
their availability.”

Gutierrez asked Carcasi, “It (the 
Buena Vista Pool) would not be safe 
to use?”

Carcasi replied, “No, our current 
plan is the pool will be open until 
construction starts. Lazaro (Castro, 
the city’s parks superintendent) 
and I just discussed this the other 
day. We bought enough chemicals 
for both pools, in the event that con-
struction can’t start until after pool 
season. The Buena Vista Pool will 
be open. Both pools will be open.”

“That’s great news. Thank you,” 
Gutierrez replied.

Councilman J.P. Sanchez com-
mented, “This is just a request for 

qualifications.”
“Yes, sir,” Carcasi replied.
Sanchez added, “We’re not decid-

ing on anything right now. We’re 
just asking for qualifications, to 
see who out there is qualified to 
do such work, and not the actual 
work, as far as construction of the 
pool, but the design of the pool.”

“Correct. It will be a design/build. 
We’re hoping the pool company 
will design it and build it,” Carcasi 
added.

Councilman Jesus Lopez Jr. 
asked if there were any local com-
panies that might be able to do the 
work or if the advertisements would 
only go statewide.

Carcasi said the advertisements 
will go out, and “we would be hap-
py” if a local pool company elected 
to submit an RFQ.

“We prefer using local vendors as 
much as possible, but that will just 
depend on who answers the request 
for qualifications,” Carcasi replied.

When the mayor called for the 
vote, six members of the council 
voted in favor of the motion, none 
voted against, and Councilman 
Randy Quinones abstained.

Quinones told The 830 Times 
after the meeting he abstained be-
cause he is the part owner of a local 
pool company that could possibly 
submit an RFQ for the work.

According to information includ-
ed in the council’s agenda packet, 
the city has allocated $1.5 million 
“for the demolition and renovation 
of the Buena Vista Pool.”

The information included in the 
council packet also describes the 
work to be done on the pool: con-
struction of “reinforced pneumati-
cally applied concrete, with slip-re-
sistant concrete decks, playscapes, 
interactive water features and/or 
slides.”

--
Contact the author at delriomag-

noliafan@gmail.com
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which he said he has.

Hoehn also brought up 
a chronic problem in his 
neighborhood. He said he 
lives on North Broadview 
Street and told DeReus 
there are several drivers 
who “race” on the street, 
especially early on week-
end mornings.

Hoehn’s wife next asked 
if there were any new res-
taurants coming to town.

“None that we can talk 
about yet,” DeReus replied.

“Restaurants and shop-
ping outlets, retail stores, 
are not, by themselves, go-
ing to give us this big eco-
nomic boom. They’re not. . 
. For every dollar we keep 
in town, from the economic 
analyses I’ve read, you get 
the effect of $1.60, because 
it goes from business to 

business. . . but we’re go-
ing to get the biggest bang 
for our buck with more in-
dustry, but to get that, we 
really need to work on job 
skills,” DeReus said.

DeReus spoke further 
about cost of living and 
quality of life issues.

DeReus noted the over-
all cost of living is slightly 
higher in Del Rio than in 
San Antonio when one fac-
tors in the cost of having to 
take time off from work and 
travel out of town for spe-
cialty medical care.

DeReus then discussed 
remarks he had made last 
week at a chamber of com-
merce event.

“No one wants to talk 
about a BRACC (base re-
alignment and closure 
commission), and I don’t 

want to talk about it. If 
they announced one today, 
I would sleep like a baby, 
because there’s nothing I 
can do about it, because 
they give you a date – say, 
1 March – and they want to 
know what you did in the 
year to 18 months prior to 
that. There’s nothing I can 
do about that.

“If Congress comes out 
and says they’re going to 
have a BRACC, they will 
set a date and ask you all 
these questions about what 
you have done for the 18 
months prior to that date, 
and there’s really nothing 
you can do. So, what is go-
ing to get the base closed?” 
DeReus asked.

“Not doing the mission,” 
he answered himself.

Lee Weathersbee, 

another citizen attending 
the meeting, said he be-
lieved the biggest threat to 
Laughlin Air Force Base is 
encroachment, adding he 
believes it is a mistake for 
the city to continue allow-
ing water line extensions to 
properties east of the base, 
such as in the Escondido 
Estates and Rancho Del 
Rio colonias south of U.S. 
Highway 90.

“Laughlin is as naked 
as a brand-new baby,” 
Weathersbee warned.

DeReus said Laughlin 
has the “best airspace” of 
any undergraduate pilot 
training base, despite the 
fact that much of the air-
space near the base lies 
over a sovereign foreign na-
tion – Mexico.

“So what is going to 

close a base first is if you 
are doing the mission or 
not,” DeReus said, adding 
he does not believe the Air 
Force will close any un-
dergraduate pilot training 
base because the Air Force 
is behind on training pilots.

DeReus said, “And what 
is going to prevent us from 
accomplishing the as-
signed mission? Manning. 
Personnel. Because right 
now, for sim instructors, 
we’re about 55 percent 
manned, and that’s the 
best I’ve seen in the 10 
years that I’ve been a sim 
instructor.

“The average age of sim 
instructors right now is 
65 or 66. Why do we have 
people either just getting 

SEE CONCERNS  - PAGE 25
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out or retiring from the Air 
Force and not just coming 
over and becoming a sim 
instructor? Because the 
amount of money they can 
make flying for an airline is 
about three times as much 
then what they’ll make as a 
sim instructor.

“So what is the number 
one reason why people stop 

being a sim instructor or 
working for aircraft main-
tenance at Laughlin? Lack 
of specialty medical care. 
I’ve been talking with the 
hospital people for years, 
working with both state 
and federal delegations, 
working with the VA, to try 
and get more (medical) care 
down here, because that’s 

going to cause us to lose 
the base first, and if we lose 
the base, the town’s going 
to wither away,” DeReus 
said.

DeReus segued from 
speaking about the base to 
the city’s ongoing efforts to 
restore commercial air ser-
vice at Del Rio International 
Airport.

“Some members of the 
hospital board think that if 
the city can get an airline 
service back in here, they 
could help us pay for it 
because they have doctors 
that come in on Monday 
and leave on Friday, but 
(the hospital) has to pay for 
all their travel costs. Well, 
if they can fly into Del Rio 

on Monday, versus flying 
to San Antonio and driving 
to Del Rio; one, they could 
see more patients at the 
hospital and two, the hos-
pital won’t need to pay as 
much,” DeReus said.

DeReus said although it 
isn’t official, some hospital 
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board members have told him 
that the money the hospital 
saves paying those doctors’ 
travel costs could be used to 
help the city pay any subsidy 
an airline might seek to serve 
Del Rio.

DeReus said the city council 
will get an update on commer-
cial air service during Tuesday 
night’s city council meeting.

DeReus next heard from 
Antonio “Tony” Becerra, a for-
mer Del Rio Police Department 
captain. Becerra and his wife 
walked into the meeting after 
it had started, and Becerra 
asked DeReus to go back over 
the problems with speeders on 
North Broadview Street.

When DeReus noted he had 
heard other complaints from 
other homeowners north of 
Broadview, of other drivers 
revving their vehicles’ engines 
and “doing doughnuts” in the 
street, Becerra responded, 
“I have kept silent for a long 
time, trying to remain true to 
my brothers in blue over there 
(at the police department), but 
there is no traffic enforcement 
in Del Rio, Texas.”

“I have been saying that for 
a long, long time,” DeReus 
agreed.

He added, “I normally drive 
up Highway 90 going to work 
(at the base) in the morning, 
and I’ve had people doing 40 
to 45 miles an hour through 
the active school zone (where 
the speed limit is 30 miles per 
hour), passing cops in the ac-
tive school zone, and the cops 
don’t even flash their lights 
to try and get them to slow 
down.”

Becerra charged, “The Del 
Rio Police Department is the 

lowest-paid law enforcement 
department in the city. In 
the last two months, I know 
they’ve lost eight people; one 
just last Thursday. We need to 
do something. We need to get a 
gentleman like Gus Pappas (a 
former city manager) to come 
in and manage the city and in-
crease their pay.”

Becerra said during the 
Pappas era, officers that pre-
viously went to work for oth-
er agencies returned to the 
DRPD.

“And it’s not just a num-
ber, of bodies in positions you 
have to fill, but the experience 
you’re losing, but it is unfortu-
nate. I think they’re probably 
running six officers per shift, 
and when I was there, we were 
running 14. . .  and six peo-
ple on a shift are not enough 
to answer all the calls and do 
traffic enforcement,” the for-
mer police captain added.

Becerra said there are a 
number of programs the DRPD 
could be participating in if they 
had more officers.

After some additional dis-
cussion about strategies to 
increase police officers’ pay 
and the city’s budget is-
sues, DeReus moved on to 
Weathersbee, a former Del Rio 
City Council member.

Weathersbee said his main 
reason for coming to the town 
hall was to thank DeReus, 
saying he believed that it was 
DeReus’ previous town hall 
meetings that convinced oth-
er city leaders to hold similar 
meetings on the changes in 
city water rates late last year.

Weathersbee told DeReus, 
“You’re willing to sit up there 
as long as it takes to answer 

our questions. That’s what’s 
wrong with our city, in my 
opinion . . . is we can’t get most 
of the council to listen to us.”

 Weathersbee said when he 
was on the council, “we didn’t 
make a decision before talking 
to people.”

Weathersbee commented 
on a number of other topics, 
frequently returning to his 
complaint that the mayor and 
council usually don’t allow 
citizens to ask questions and 
discuss an agenda topic dur-
ing council meetings.

He said he would particu-
larly like to see the city sched-
ule town hall meetings on the 
proposed second international 
bridge.

That led to DeReus speaking 
about how he has been push-
ing council to adopt a policy 
for conducting meetings, such 
as Roberts Rules of Order. He 
said the council as a whole has 
been reluctant to pass such a 
policy, most recently decid-
ing to leave the decision to the 
next council.

DeReus next spoke to George 
Solis, who asked why the city 
does not have a one-, five- or 
10-year plan. Solis, who dis-
cussed several other issues 
he had, also thanked DeReus 
for holding regular town hall 
meetings.

Ken Herrera, another citizen 
attending the meeting, asked 
DeReus if the city council 
could request an annual re-
port on crime statistics from 
the police department, and 
he and DeReus discussed the 
issue.

--
Contact the author at delrio-

magnoliafan@gmail.com

Need to Publish a Public Notice? 
Contact Brian Argabright at drnhsports@gmail.
com or Joel Langton at joelalangton@gmail.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BID
VAL VERDE COUNTY

REBID 26-88 CIENEGAS ROAD PROJECT

Val Verde County is accepting sealed bids for the reconstruction of a non-freeway facility con-
sisting of grading, structures, Asphaltic Concrete Pavement, Drainage, Signing and Pavement      
Markings, etc.; for Cienegas Road Project located in Del Rio, Val Verde County, Texas.

To view and/or download bid contract documents, specifications, scope of work, plans and 
drawings, you may visit our County website at www.valverdecounty.texas.gov or www.civ-
castusa.com. If a different format is needed to download or print the plans and specifications, 
you may submit a request by emailing Carlos Velarde at cvelarde@valverdecounty.texas.
gov or Jesse Ramos at Jesse.Ramos@txidg.com 

Sealed Bids shall be MAILED or HAND DELIVERED to Val Verde County Purchasing, 509 E. 
Gibbs Street, Del Rio, Texas 78840, by 2:00 p.m. on April 2, 2026.  Bids received after 2:00 
p.m. on April 2, 2026 will be disqualified and returned unopened. Bids will be publicly opened 
and read in the Val Verde County Purchasing Conference room at 509 E. Gibbs Street, Del Rio, 
Texas 78840, on April 2, 2026, no later than 2:00 p.m., unless posted otherwise for furnishing 
the County with the construction of the Cienegas Road Project REBID No. 26-88.

Bidders may submit questions about the project from February 27, 2026 through March 17, 
2026 at 4:30 p.m.  All questions will  be received by email and shall be sent to either Carlos 
Velarde, at  cvelarde@valverdecounty.texas.gov or Jesse Ramos at Jesse.Ramos@txidg.
com. Questions may also be submitted in writing on CivCast’s website at www.civcastusa.
com. Responses will be provided to all prospective bidders via email and posted on both Val 
Verde County’s website and Civcast’s website by March 23, 2026.

 A Bid Bond in the amount of five percent (5%) of the proposal amount issued by an acceptable 
surety is required with each bid for those contracts that exceed $100,000.00.  A certified check 
or bank draft payable to Val Verde County or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) 
may be submitted in lieu of a Bid Bond.  All Bid Bonds must contain original signatures.

The successful Bidder must furnish a Performance and Payment Bonds each in the amount 
of 100% of the contract price from an approved Surety Company holding a permit from the 
State of Texas to act as Surety and acceptable according to the latest list of companies holding 
certificates of authority from the Secretary of Treasury of the United States, or other Surety or 
Sureties acceptable to the Owner.  Awarded contractor shall be required to furnish bonds within 
thirty (30) days from the contract date and before any commencement of work.

The County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids and to waive formalities. In case 
of ambiguity in stating the price in the bid, the County reserves the right to consider the most 
advantageous construction thereof or to reject any bids. Also, the County reserves the right to 
accept the low bid based on the tabulation of anyone, combination or all the base bid(s), alter-
nate bid(s) and/or, optional bid(s) based on the most advantageous project bid that is desired 
by the County involved and that the County in their sole judgment determines is the County’s 
best interest and benefit. Bids may be held by Val Verde County for a period not to exceed sixty 
(60) days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of reviewing and investigating the 
bidder’s qualifications prior to the contract award.

Bidders must ensure that employees and applicants for employment are not discriminated 
against because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual identity, gender identity, or national origin. 
Val Verde County is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity employer. Section 3 Residents, Mi-
nority Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises, Women Business Enterprises, Labor 
Surplus Area Firms and any other applicable disadvantaged businesses including HUBs are 
encouraged to submit proposals.

Melissa Vasquez, Purchasing Agent
Val Verde County, Texas

AEP to install LED 
lights in seven sepa-
rate locations along 
a stretch of Cienegas 
Road in Precinct 4. 
Commissioner Pct. 4 
Gustavo “Gus” Flores 
made the motion 
to approve the AEP 
agreements for the 
lights, some of which 
are sited near a piece 
of property he owns 
and is in the process 
of re-platting. County 
Judge Lewis G. Owens 
Jr. gave the second, 
but the remaining 
three members of the 
court, Commissioner 
Pct. 1 Kerr Wardlaw, 
Commissioner Pct. 2 
Juan Carlos Vazquez 
and Commissioner 
Pct. 3 Fernando 
Garcia, voted against 
the motion following a 
tense and sometimes 
heated discussion.

Court postpones 
action on nine street 
light upgrades

•	
Commissioners court 
members voted 5-0 to 
table action on a re-
quest for nine street 
light upgrades from 
250 watts HPS to 250 
watts LED at $137.86 
each for a total amount 
of $1,240.74 to be 
paid from the Precinct 
4 operating account. 
The light upgrades 
were requested for the 
following locations: 

106 Cerezo Ave. and 
Cienegas Road, 2628 
Cienegas Road, 2863 
Cienegas Road, a 
pole on Cienegas 
Road, 2016 Cienegas 
Road and Howmet 
Aerospace, 2128 
Cienegas Road and 
Industrial Boulevard, 
2200 Cienegas Road 
in front of GXO, 2451 
Cienegas Road in front 
of the Dollar General 
and 100 Holly Ave. 
and Cienegas Road.

Court approves 
request for funding 
of outdoor warning 
sirens

•	
Commissioners court 
members voted 5-0 
to authorize a writ-
ten request to be sent 
to the Texas Water 
Development Board 
(TWDB) to allow the 
county to use some 
funds the TWDB has 
already allocated to 
the county for a flood 
infrastructure fund 
to be used to install 
emergency warning 
sirens a various loca-
tions throughout the 
county.

Court approves 
change order for 
Comstock water 
tank

•	
Commissioners court 
members voted 5-0 
to approve an Alvin 

E. Stock Contractor 
change order in-
creasing the con-
tract amount by 
$16,186 for work on 
the Comstock water 
tank. The change or-
der is to remove and 
replace two existing 
6-inch gate valves and 
electrical probes. The 
funding for the change 
order will come from 
the current grant and 
is within the project 
budget.

Court approves 
change order for 
Vega Verde water line 
project

•	
Commissioners court 
members voted 5-0 to 
approve a Core & Main 
change order increas-
ing the contract in the 
amount by $12,138 
for the Vega Verde 
water line. The change 
order is to include the 
total amount for 34 
additional meters. 
Funding will come 
from the current grant 
and is within the proj-
ect budget.

Court approves 
date change for next 
commissioners court 
meeting

•	
Commissioners court 
members voted 5-0 
to approve mov-
ing the court’s first 
regular term meet-
ing in March from 
Wednesday, March 

11, to Thursday, 
March 12. County 
Judge Lewis G. Owens 
Jr. requested the 

change, saying he had 
to be out of town on 
March 11.

--

Contact the author 
at delriomagnoliafan@
gmail.com

Got a News tip? Message us on 
Facebook OR EMAIL 

JOELALANGTON@GMAIL.COM
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An Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Mixed Beverage Retailer’s Permit by MRT Del Rio, LLC dba 
Fairfield Inn & Suites Del Rio to be located at 2217 N. Bedell Ave., Del 
Rio, Val Verde County Texas, 78840. Officers of corp. are: Sanjay Misra/
manager and Naisha Davis/manager

Municipal League) 
and the claimant to 
pay the claim that’s 
been submitted.”

C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Ernestina “Tina” 
Martinez gave the 
second.

The council then 
voted unanimously to 
approve the motion.

Arreola then asked 
the council to move 
on to Item 8B on the 
agenda: “R:2026-015 
A Resolution of the 
City Council of the 
City of Del Rio, Texas, 
to authorize the city 
manager to reclassify 
the position of opera-
tions and compliance 
manager to operations 
and compliance direc-
tor to align with the 
current organizational 

chart and to confirm 
the appointment of 
Scot Carcasi as opera-
tions and compliance 
director.”

When Arreola called 
for a motion, Sanchez 
made a motion to ap-
prove the resolution, 
and DeReus gave the 
second.

Arreola asked if 
there were any ques-
tions or concerns, and 
when he heard none, 
he called for the vote. 
The council unani-
mously approved the 
motion.

Arreola then called 
for consideration of 
Item 11D: “Executive 
session on mat-
ters covered by Sec. 
551.074(1) – delib-
eration regarding the 

appointment, employ-
ment, evaluation, re-
assignment, duties, 
discipline or dismiss-
al of a public officer 
or employee – Ana 
Markowski Smith, 
City Attorney.”

After Acosta read 
the heading of the 
item, Arreola said, “I 
think this is some-
thing that we need to 
discuss or do we want 
to proceed on this? Do 
I have a motion on dis-
cussion of anything?”

After a long mo-
ment of silence, 
Arreola began to 
speak, but Gutierrez 
said, “Mayor, I move 
to proceed with the 
dismissal of public of-
ficer or employee Ana 
Markowski Smith, 

effective tomorrow 
(Feb. 25).”

“Do I have a sec-
ond?” Arreola asked.

After another long 
moment of silence, 
DeReus gave the 
second.

“Any comments, 
concerns?” Arreola 
asked.

Hearing none, 
Arreola called for the 
vote.

Gutierrez, DeReus, 
Arreola, Councilman 
Jesus Lopez Jr. 
and Councilwoman 
Ernestina “Tina” 
Martinez voted in fa-
vor of the motion 
to dismiss Smith, 
and Sanchez and 
Councilman Randy 
Quinones voted 
against it.

Arreola then said, 
“What was discussed 
in executive session, 
what was presented to 
us, do we have a mo-
tion to accept it?”

Acosta asked 

Arreola to which item 
on the agenda he was 
referring.

“Item (11) F,” 
Arreola replied.

Acosta read the 
heading: “Executive 
session on mat-
ters covered by Sec. 
551.074(1) – delibera-
tions regarding the 
appointment, employ-
ment, evaluation, re-
assignment, duties, 
discipline or dismissal 
of a public officer or 
employee – Shawna 
D. Burkhart, City 
Manager.”

Arreola said, “Do I 
have a motion to ac-
cept what was dis-
cussed in executive 
session?”

DeReus said, “I will 
make a motion to ac-
cept Ms. Burkhart’s 
letter of resignation.”

When Arreola 
asked for an effective 
date, DeReus said, 
“Effective tomorrow 
(Feb. 25).”

When Arreola asked 
if there was “a second 
to accept the resigna-
tion,” Burkhart said, 
“It’s not a resignation. 
It’s a mutual separa-
tion agreement.”

Arreola again called 
for a second, and 
Gutierrez gave the 
second.

The council then 
voted unanimously to 
approve the motion.

The council took no 
further action, and 
Arreola adjourned the 
meeting at 11:41 p.m. 
Tuesday.

Smith’s appoint-
ment as city attorney 
was approved by the 
city council in June 
2025.

The city council ap-
proved Burkhart’s ap-
pointment to the posi-
tion of city manager in 
August 2024.

--
Contact the author 

at delriomagnoliafan@
gmail.com
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BOBBY CARL SMALLEY
July 11, 1937

February 7, 2026

Bobby Carl Smalley, 
age 88, passed away 
on Saturday, February 
7, 2026 at the Frank 
M. Tejada Texas State 
Veterans Home, located in 
Floresville, Texas. He was 
born on July 11, 1937 in 
Stamford, Texas.

Bobby Carl was a United 
States Air Force Veteran 
who served his coun-
try proudly from 1955 
through 1959.

Preceding him in death 
were his siblings.

Bobby Carl leaves be-
hind his children and 
many grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his best 
friend, James “Jimmy” 
McIntire and wife Andrea 
of Del Rio.

Visitation was held on 
Monday, February 16, 
2026 from 12 noon to 
1:55 p.m. in the Trinity 
Chapel of Faith.

A chapel service was 
held on Monday, February 
16, 2026 at 2 p.m. in the 
funeral home chapel. 
Officiating will be Pastor 
Scott Fooshee.

Graveside services 
will be held on Tuesday, 
March 3, 2025 at 10:15 
a.m. at Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery, locat-
ed in San Antonio, Texas.

Full military honors will 
be rendered by the United 
States Air Force Honor 
Guard.

Funeral arrange-
ments are under the care 
and direction of Trinity 
Mortuary, 206 Kings Way, 
Del Rio, Texas (830) 775-
2230. Tradition. Tribute. 
Trust. 

•••

GLORIA HERNANDEZ 
FLORES

December 2, 1949
February 25, 2026

Gloria Hernandez 
Flores, age 76, went 
to be with the Lord on 
Wednesday, February 25, 
2026 while surrounded 
by her loving family, here 
in Del Rio. She was born 
on December 2, 1949 
in Tlahualilio, Durango, 
Mexico.

Preceding her in death 
were her husbands: Jose 
A. Hernandez and Jaime 
Flores; grandson, Jose 
David Hernandez; and 
parents, Guadalupe and 
Genaro Moran.

Surviving family mem-
bers include her chil-
dren: Lupita Dobbins and 
husband Bruce Hudgens 
of Del Rio, Jose Rafael 
Hernandez and wife 
Yolanda Hernandez of Del 
Rio, Juan D. Hernandez 
and wife Margarita 
Acevedo of Del Rio, 
Susana Hernandez and 
husband Albert Fragozo 
of San Antonio, TX, and 
Crystal Flores of Del Rio; 
sister, Concepcion Franco 
of San Antonio; grandchil-
dren: Iracel Hernandez, 
Rachel S. Dobbins, 
Donavan Dobbins 
(Thelma Dobbins), 
Jose Hernandez, Angel 
Hernandez, and Isabel 
Fragozo; Gloria is also 
survived by many great 
grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, other close rela-
tives and friends.

Visitation will be held 
on Saturday, February 
28, 2026 from 5 to 9 p.m. 
in the Trinity Chapel of 
Faith. A prayer service 
will also be held (time 
pending)

A chapel service is 
scheduled for Sunday, 
March 1, 2026 in the fu-
neral home chapel (time 
pending).

Burial will follow at 
Westlawn Cemetery. 
Pallbearers will be: Jose 
Rafael Hernandez, Juan 
D. Hernandez, Angel 
Hernandez, Donavan 
Dobbins, Nathan Dobbins, 
and Josiah Hernandez.

Funeral arrange-
ments are under the care 
and direction of Trinity 
Mortuary, 206 Kings 
Way, Del Rio, Texas (830) 
775-2230. 

•••
MANUEL A. PACHECO

October 10, 1948
February 22, 2026

Manuel A. Pacheco, 
age 77, entered into rest 
on Sunday, February 22, 
2026 in Del Rio, Texas. 
He was born on October 
10, 1948.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 53 
years Emma O. Pacheco. 
His parents Bacilio and  
Maria De La Luz Pacheco.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his children Victor 
Pacheco, Emmanuel 
Pacheco (Naiya), Isa 
Duenez (Enrique A.), and 
Mayra Connelly (Travis). 
Grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

A visitation was held on 
Thursday, February 26, 
2026 from 4:00 PM to 8:00 
PM at Sunset Memorial 
Oaks Funeral Home, 2020 
N. Bedell Ave., Del Rio, Tx.

Visitation will contin-
ue on Friday, February 
27, 2026 from 8:30 AM 
- 10:00 AM, a chapel ser-
vice will be held at 10:00 
AM at Sunset Memorial 
Oaks Funeral Home 2020 

N. Bedell Ave., Del Rio, 
Tx.

Gentlemen with the 
Honor of Pallbearers are 
Enrique A. Duenez, Travis 
Connelly, Emmanuel 
Pacheco, Jr., Juan 
Pacheco, and Victor 
Pacheco, Jr., and Ian M. 
Pacheco.

Honorary Pallbearer will 
be Caesar Pacheco.

The interment will fol-
low at Sunset Memorial 
Oaks Cemetery, 5144 Hwy 
90 East, Del Rio, Texas.

•••
PAULA VIVIAN HARRIS

January 14, 1934
February 22, 2026

After a life marked by 
grace, devotion, and love, 
Paula ran into the arms 
of God on February 22, 
2026, where her husband 
of 67 years, Roy, and her 
daughter, Annette, were 
waiting to greet her in 
eternal peace.

Paula Vivian Harris 
(Lewellen),92, was born 
in Crockett, Texas, to 
Jess and Pearl Lewellen. 
Growing up, she loved 
to sing and play the pia-
no, and during her high 
school years she met a 
young man from a rival 
school who would be-
come the love of her life, 
Roy Harris. Together they 
built a beautiful life and 
raised three daughters in 
Pleasanton, Texas. Paula 
and Roy spent their days 
blessing others and shar-
ing God’s love with every-
one they met.

At the age of 46, Paula 
gained a new title—
Grandie—a name that fit 
her perfectly, as she was 
truly a “grand” person 
in every sense. With her 
sweet, softspoken voice 

and gentle spirit, she had 
a way of lighting up every 
room she entered. In her 
later years, she moved to 
New Braunfels to be clos-
er to her daughters, where 
she enjoyed precious time 
with her grandchildren 
and greatgrandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her devoted hus-
band, Roy Harris; her 
three sisters, who shared 
her early years; and her 
cherished daughter, 
Annette.

She is survived by 
her daughters, Elaine 
O’Keefe (husband Terry) 
and Nancy Hubble (hus-
band Darryl). Paula’s 
legacy continues through 
her grandchildren— Amy 
(husband Zach and their 
four children), Crystal 
(and her three children), 
Korben,Alex (and his four 
children), Mathew (wife 
Heather and their three 
children), Jacob (wife 
Payton and their three 
children). Each of them 
carries forward the love, 
faith, and strength she in-
stilled in her family.

A graveside service will 
be held on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2026, at 10:00 
a.m. at Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery,Shelter 
1 located at 1520 Harry 
Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, Texas, 78209. 
Reception information 
will be shared soon.

John 14:2–3 “In my 
Father’s house are many 
mansions; if it were not 
so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive 
you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may 
be also.”
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BERTA A. SOTELO
December 4, 1943
February 24, 2026

Berta A. Sotelo, age 82, en-
tered into rest on Tuesday, 
February 24, 2026 in Del 
Rio, Texas. She was born on 
December 4, 1943 in Del Rio, 
Texas.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Gregorio and 
Lilia Sotelo; her sister, Cecilia 
Sotelo; brother, Fernando 
Sotelo, her sisters-in-law, 
Edelmira “Miri” Sotelo, and 
Rosalva Sotelo; and her broth-
er-in-law, Carlos Sotomayor.

Left to cherish her memory 
are her brothers, Lupe Sotelo 
(Sonya), Mario Sotelo (Mary), 
Claudio Sotelo, Roberto 
Sotelo, and Gregorio Sotelo 
Jr.; and her sister, Gloria 
Sotomayor, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

A visitation will be held on 
Friday, February 27, 2026 
from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM, 
with a recitation of the holy 
rosary at 6:30 PM, at Sunset 
Memorial Oaks Funeral 
Home, 2020 N. Bedell Ave., 
Del Rio, Texas.

Visitation will continue 
on Saturday, February 28, 
2026 from 8:30 AM to 9:00 
AM at Sunset Memorial Oaks 
Funeral Home, 2020 N. Bedell 
Ave., Del Rio, Texas,  followed 
by the Mass of Christian 
Burial at 9:30 AM at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church,  307 
E. Losoya St., Del Rio, Texas.

The interment will follow 
at Sunset Memorial Oaks 
Cemetery, 5144 Hwy 90 East, 
Del Rio, Texas.

Gentlemen with the honor 
of serving as pallbearers are 
Henry Sotelo, Henry Sotelo 

Jr., Lupe Sotelo, Bobby Sotelo, 
and Claudio Sotelo Jr. 

•••
JESUS “CHUY” GUTIERREZ

November 20, 1974
February 24, 2026

In Loving Memory of Jesus 
‘Chuy’ Gutiérrez

With heavy hearts, we an-
nounce the passing of our be-
loved father, Jesus Gutierrez, 
who passed away on February 
24, 2026, at the age of 51.

Jesus was born on 
November 20, 1974, to Ester 
Gutierrez and the late Amadeo 
Gutierrez. From a young age, 
he carried the strength, deter-
mination, and work ethic that 
would define his life.

He was funny, hardwork-
ing, loving, strong — and in 
our eyes, the perfect dad. He 
spent most of his life work-
ing on his big trucks, always 
making sure everything was 
running right. Some of our 
most cherished memories are 
of him under the hood, ask-
ing us to hold the flashlight 
— and of course, telling us we 
weren’t holding it right. Those 
moments, filled with laughter 
(and a little yelling), are mem-
ories we will treasure forever.

Jesus showed his love 
through action. He worked 
tirelessly to provide for his 
family and made sure we 
always felt protected. His 
strength wasn’t just in his 
hands, but in his heart. He 
loved deeply, laughed loudly, 
and lived fully.

He is survived by his lov-
ing mother, Ester Gutierrez, 
and his siblings: Rosie 
Ramirez, Amadeo Gutierrez, 
and Belinda Gutierrez. He 
was preceded in death by his 

father, Amadeo Gutierrez, and 
his brother, Ramiro Gutierrez.

His greatest pride and joy 
were his children: his oldest 
and only daughter, Alexandria 
Marie Gutierrez, and his sons, 
Jesus Jr Gutierrez, Dominic 
Gutierrez, and Aaron Xavier 
Gutierrez. Being their father 
was the role he carried most 
proudly.

Above all, Jesus loved his 
wife, Mercedes García, with all 
his heart and soul. Their love 
was strong, loyal, and unwav-
ering — a true partnership 
built on devotion, sacrifice, 
and deep affection. Together, 
they built a family rooted in 
love.

Though our hearts are bro-
ken, we find comfort in know-
ing his love, strength, and les-
sons will live on through each 
of us. He may be gone from 
our sight, but he will never be 
gone from our hearts.

Forever loved. Forever 
missed.

And like my dad always said 
- todo pa delante y nada para 
tras and NEVER give up.

A visitation will be held 
Thursday, March 5, 2026 
from 4:00PM to 8:00PM 
at Sunset Memorial Oaks 
Funeral Home, 2020 N. Bedell 
Ave., Del Rio, Texas. 

Visitation will continue 
Friday, March 6, 2026 from 
8:30AM to 9:30AM, at Sunset 
Memorial Oaks Funeral Home, 
2020 N. Bedell Ave., Del Rio, 
Texas.

A Funeral service will 
be held at 10:00AM at the 
Church of God of the First 
Born, 901 Hamilton Lane, Del 
Rio, Texas.

Services will conclude after 
the funeral service.
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